" Robert and Richard were two pretty men ; they lay in bed till the clock struck ten," says an ancient rhyme. So the hemlock and the henbane are two poisonous plants which are only bestirred into our notice as simples for outside uses. Nevertheless, the former herb is common enough in English hedgerows, and the latter is by no means rare. The hemlock is the handsomest of our umbelliferous plants, growing to four or five feet in height, with delicate leaves most elegantly cut, and with a hollow stem, powdered blue at its bottom, and marked conspicuously by purple blotches and spots. The 
